
EMERGING ECONOMIES 
INITIATIVE

South Africa 2019
• Kasi Create-A-Thon

• Dev-X-plor Day

• Durban Agile And Developer User Group Meetup

www.agilealliance.org/resources/initiatives/emerging-economies/

https://www.agilealliance.org/resources/initiatives/emerging-economies/


WHAT IS AN EMERGING ECONOMY? 

South Africa

An economy that is transitioning from a traditional, to a more advanced economy focused on industrialisation.



KASI CREATE-A-THON 
25, 26, 27, 28 SEPTEMBER 2019 

The Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) Faculty of Information and 
Communication Technology is based in the township of Soshanguve, Pretoria. 

The aim of the hackathon is to close the gap between the Agile industry and the 
university students. KasiCAT followed a hackathon format, underpinned by Agile 

practices. It was organised by the student community and academic staff, in 
collaboration with the local agile community. 

The intent was to deliver fresh ideas and solutions to the Soshanguve community, 
focusing on the following topics: Education, Service Delivery, Commercial 

Services, Health Information, Crime Prevention

“Kasi” is South African slang for “township”. A township is a typically underdeveloped 
urban area that, until the end of apartheid, was reserved for people of colour. 



SPONSORS:





FEEDBACK FROM THE STUDENTS



OUR GUEST: NATALIE WARNERT
Natalie Warnert is founder, president and executive director of 
Women in Agile Org, a nonprofit which enables, empowers, and 
expands the distribution of new and diverse ideas in the agile and 
technology communities worldwide. She is a frequent speaker on 
business and agile topics including product strategy, user 
experience, and emotional intelligence. Her strategy focuses on 
actions you can implement tomorrow for immediate impact that 
track toward longer-term vision and outcomes. Natalie also 
brings unparalleled humor to all her engagements (or so she 
thinks).

Natalie is passionate about guiding companies as they design, 
execute, and support their approach to cultural change as an 
independent consultant at her company, Natalie Warnert LLC. 
Her vast thought leadership experience is recognized by her 
numerous keynotes, podcasts, and publications including being a 
SAFe framework contributor and creator of the UX Runway. 
Natalie has earned various degrees and certifications over the 
past decade including her Master of Arts in Organizational 
Leadership, SAFe Program Consultant, Certified Scrum 
Professional, and Six Sigma Yellow Belt

Natalie participated in the following two Emerging Economies 
events: dev-X-plor Day and Durban Agile User Group Meetup. 



The Agile Alliance Emerging Economies Initiative partnered with Project codeX to deliver 
a one day event for new entrants to the software industry. Approx 80-90 people 
attended from the following organisations: Action Volunteers Africa, a new schools-
focused initiative called AHKHA; and the Younglings Programme, as well as candidates 
in codeX's Agile Web Developer (Foundations) group and Java group.

Natalie spent the morning talking with participants about “The What, Why, and How of 
Product Management”. All speakers for the rest of the day were first-time speakers and 
many of them were ex-Project codex students. 

DEV-X-PLOR DAY | 16 OCT 2019



• codeX aims to solve two of Africa’s major challenges: youth unemployment and a 
critical programming skills gap. They find, train, and place young developer talent in 
entry-level jobs and ensure they have the solid foundation they need to build long-
term digital careers.

• Thanks to their sponsors, eligible coders with demonstrated financial need qualify for 
Stipend Sponsorship for transport & living costs as well as Tuition Sponsorship 
covering some or all of the tuition cost. 

ABOUT PROJECT CODEX

http://www.projectcodex.co/

http://www.projectcodex.co/


Time Format Topic Speaker
9:30 - 10:00 Snacks & Welcome

10:00 - 11:30 Workshop Keynote Workshop: The What, Why, and How of Product Management Natalie Wanert

11:30 - 11:45 Tea

11:45 - 12:30 Talk How to become a great dev without any talent - debunking myths Conrad Lotz

12:40 - 1:00 Talk & Setup Introduction to Machine Learning Luyolo Magangane

1:00 - 1:45 Lunch

13:45 - 14:45 Workshop Machine Learning Workshop Luyolo Magangane

14:45 - 15:00 Tea

15:00 - 15:45 Lightning Talks

Sivuyisiwe Tshula Sivu

Lindani Pani Lindani

Ntombi Masango Ntombi

16:00 - 16:30 Panel Discussion Q&A Open to All Speakers All

16:30 - 16:45 Close



There is a growing community of 400+ Agilists in the Durban area. However, the 
local user group battles to attract Agile speakers due to it’s location on the East 

Coast of South Africa. 

Natalie delivered her talk titled “The customer is not always right - and 
neither are you!” to a group of 30+ Durban Agilists. 

DURBAN AGILE USER GROUP | 21 OCTOBER 19

https://www.meetup.com/Durban-Agile-User-Group-Meetup

https://www.meetup.com/Durban-Agile-User-Group-Meetup

